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1. Engaging with Investors Study 
  

The LowCVP ‘Engaging with Investors’ report (IWG-P-08-29) identified key observations, 
challenges and requirements for SMEs and emerging businesses who were seeking funding 
and finance. To provide an easily accessible dissemination route for the findings of the 
report, its content is being edited into a structure and format for a micro-site to be hosted 
within the LowCVP website. The structure for the website is planned to be as below. 
 
How to engage with potential investors (Top Level) 
Introductory text 
How to navigate this part of the website 
Disclaimer 
 

Overview of the Structure of the UK Automotive Industry Supply Chain (Level 2)  
High level description of supply chain structure - Tiers 1, 2 and 3. 
 

Current Trends in Early Stage Finance (Level 2) 
Overview of cleantech sector and recent levels of investment on low carbon 
automotive. 
 

What are the most appropriate sources of finance for my business? (Level 2) 
Business development stages diagram with explanation, and links to the ‘Different 
Sources of Finance, explained’ 
 

The different sources of finance explained (Level 2) 
Introductory text and link to ‘Appropriate sources of Finance’ 
 

Soft (Level 3) 
What this is (Grant and Tax credits) 
What it is primarily aimed at 
Eligibility 
Pros and cons 
 

Equity (Level 3) 
What this is (Angel, Seed, Private equity etc.) 
What it is primarily aimed at 
Eligibility 
Pros and cons 
Link to ‘The fundraising process’ 
 

Debt (Level 3) 
What this is 
What it is primarily aimed at 
Eligibility 
Pros and cons 

 

The different sources of finance, where to go and how to apply (Level 2) 
Introductory text and link to ‘Appropriate sources of Finance’ 
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Soft (Level 3) 
Call types 
Brief description main sources (eg TSB, CENEX). Grant and Tax credits 
Links to all sources 
Links to sections in ‘Where can I get further support?’ 
 

Equity (Level 3) 
Brief description main sources. Angel, seed funding, private equity. 
Links to all sources 
Links to sections in ‘Where can I get further support?’ 
 

Debt (Level 3) 
Brief description main sources. 
Links to all sources 
Links to sections in ‘Where can I get further support?’ 

 

The fundraising process for Equity Finance (Level 2) 
Overview of fundraising process diagram 
Business evaluation 
Investor readiness 
 

What are the key factors for success? (Level 2) 
 

Where can I get support? (Level 2) 
Introductory text 
 

Intermediaries (Level 3) 
 

The Role of Professional Advisors (Level 3) 
 

FAQ (Level 2) 
 

 

2. Evaluation of the market opportunities, risks and barriers to the introduction of 
high blend biofuels and biomethane 

 
Background 
The purpose of this study is evaluate the market opportunities for high blend (>10% by 
volume) liquid and gaseous biofuels and recommend the most appropriate mechanisms to 
stimulate take-up. In addition, a number of more technical questions on fuels are raised in the 
study scope: 

• How would a UK standard for high blend liquid and/or gaseous biofuels relate to 
European standards (should these exist); 

• Is there a need to develop a specification for different liquid biofuel blends B25, B30 
etc or a need for one specification for a single blend? Does the absence of an agreed 
high blend specification hinder take-up; and 

• What might be the impact of changing specifications for EN590 fuel allowing the use 
of 30% biodiesel within current guidelines? 

 
The study is intended to inform policy-makers by illustrating the benefits of specific high 
blend liquid and gaseous fuel uses, providing clear advice on the status of technical issues 
and providing recommendations on how to stimulate uptake. The study is also intended to 
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promote engagement and understanding across different sectors of the vehicle and fuel 
industry. 
 
Background research and Stakeholder consultation  

• An online response form for respondents to provide views, links and offers of 
data/documents in a structured manner;  This was launched on 25 and 27 November 
with survey link forwarded to approximately 310 LowCVP members, plus another 50-
100 study team contacts; 

• 74 people have accessed the response form, with 44 completing the survey in full; 

• Phone calls/email contact is being made to contacts derived from online response 
form, and emails being sent to other, as required by the initial sector assessment; 

• Documents and data have been collected via study team libraries, online document 
stores and from trade press. 

 
Background research data will be used in the options assessment phase, and also provide 
background chapters on the relevant fuels and sectors.  A stakeholder analysis based on 
online feedback will be carried out.   These will feed into the results report and 
recommendations. 
 
Sector assessment 

• An initial sector assessment has been completed by the study team, based on existing 
knowledge and experience.   

• Initial sector assessment has helped focus where interviews/trials/case-study material 
will be needed in due course (for option assessment stage).   

• Fleet sectors by fuel type are being drafted now as an evidence source, in preparation 
for submission of Sector Assessment report due w/c 26 January; 

• Fleet sector data from Traffic Commissioner, VOSA and Transport Statistics GB (DfT) 
and trade press are being examined for usefulness in describing fleet sector (by O 
licence holder, depot number, fleet size, vehicle type,  fleet age profile etc; 

 
Our initial sector assessment shows that hydrogen (liquid and for use in fuel cells) is not a 
near-to-market option, and will probably not be recommended for detailed option 
assessment. 
 
On completion, and subsequent LowCVP approval, of sector assessment we will carry 
forward selected fleet sub-sector and fuel combinations into the option assessment process, 
and discard non relevant sub-sectors fuels. 
 
Options assessment methodology  

• TTR having instructed sub-contractor to generate all relevant data for one vehicle/fuel 
combination (as per the Options Assessment template); 

• Plan is that TTR will run one vehicle/fuel option assessment to test and fine-tune 
method, in advance of presenting the detailed method in a Report due w/c 26th 
January. 

 
Overall, the project is on track against the project plan. 


